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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
CHARLESTON, IL--Kevin Staple (Markham-Thornwood) emerged as Eastern Illinois
-

University's leading rusher last fall.

If his performance this spring is any indica-

tion, he will take up in '81 where he left off in '80.
The sophomore-to-be led all running backs with 43 yards in the spring game playing
just the first half.

The varsity downed the alumni 33-12.

Staple scored two TDs on

runs of 34 and three yards and caught two passes for 19 yards.
"Kevin's our No. 1 running back," said first year backfield coach Mike Williams,
"although he won't be able to be the whole show.

But we do expect him to break one

• to make that big play sometime during the game.
"Because of his size (5-7) people may downplay his talents but he has such great
balance and quickness that he won't let himself be hit straight up.
"Plus he's learning to catch the football and he will get the opportunity since
we're committed to throwing the ball • • • that will put additional pressure on the
defense.
"He needs to continue working on pass receiving plus amoverall body strength this
summer," Williams emphasized.
Last year Staple rushed for 576 yards, three times topping 100 although he didn't
start until the fourth game.

He also returned 20 kickoffs for 446 yards including an

80 yard TD scamper at Southern Illinois.
Two other area players expected to see action are cornerback David Cobb (DixmoorThornton) and defensive lineman Elvin Carmichael (Harvey-Thornton).
Cobb, a senior letterman, is the No. 1 backup at corner and "possible starter if
anyone falters," says defensive coordinator Rick Schachner.

"David has the experience

to be able to step right in so I wouldn't hesitate to use him."
Carmichael, converted to defense from the offensive line, is a 6-3, 210 lber. who
retains freshman eligibility after sitting out last year.
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KEVIN STAPLE
ADD 1

Currently he is challenging with three others for two starting defensive end
spots.

"Elvin's greatest attribute is his speed which enables him to get to the

outside on the pass rush," said assistant head coach and defensive line assistant
Chuck Dickerson.
"But we have four people, Elvin, Randy Harms, Greg Duncan and Steve Martin, all
battling to start at the ends • • • right now you could throw a blanket over them so
two-a-days will be the determinant this fall, although I guarantee all four will play
a lot," Dickerson said.
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